
     I was updating my calendar last weekend and 

realized that we had completed the first nine 

weeks and that the year was already ¼ over.  It 

has been a busy first quarter and I hate that we 

weren’t able to have parent teacher conferences 

so we could share MAP and NSCAS results in 

person.  MAP, NSCAS results, as well as report 

cards were all sent home at different times over 

the last couple of weeks. If you didn’t get them 

from your child contact the school and we’ll 

make sure you get another copy. With having 

virtual conferences, I hope you were still able to 

ask all the questions you had and if not don’t 

hesitate to email your child’s teacher or call up 

to the school.  

     Reaching November also signals that fall 

activities are winding down fast. I would like to 

take this time to thank our coaches and players. 

They showed improvement through their sea-

sons and I hope that we can add to our participa-

tion numbers and have more success next year.  

If you ever have questions about activities or 

upcoming events - I recommend you check out, 

or better yet bookmark, the online calendar on 

the school’s website.  You can also find out 

about school events by searching for and follow-

ing by “liking” the Sargent Public School’s Fa-

cebook page.   

     As fall sports activities end other activities 

are picking up.  Mrs Stefka and the One Act 

cast are working on this year’s play, “Momma 

Mia – the case of the missing spoon” and will be per-

forming at three competitions this year.  Your 

best opportunities to see them in action will be 

at a dinner theater for our community on No-

vember 12 or the matinee on Tuesday, Novem-

ber 23.  

     With disruptions due to COVID last Spring 

the 2019-20 “Nebraska Education Profile” by 

the Nebraska Department of Education was 

delayed and some results are incomplete but is 

has been published. Some schools and students 

were unable to participate in last spring’s 

NSCAS assessment so result won’t be as relia-

ble. However I’d still invite you to check it out. 

If nothing else the demographic data 2020-21 

will let you know some of the changes in our 

district, and I still find it interesting to look as 

some things our district has done.  Much of this 

information can be found on the Nebraska De-

partment of Education’s education profile 

webpage at: http://nep.education.ne.gov/ .    

Thank you and until next month GO 

Thoughts From the Principal 

November 2021 

Inside this issue: 

Sargent School’s NEWSLETTER 

Letter to Par-

ents 
2 

FFA Fruit 

Sales 
3 

Veterans Day 

Program 
3 

FBLA News 3 

Library News 4 

Library News 5 

Zenfokio 6 

Counselor 

Notes 
6 

Yearbook 7 

Homecoming 

2021 
8 

Music Room 9 

Honor Roll 10 

SNAPCHAT 11-

13 

Nov. Calen-

dar 
14 

 

Mon. Nov. 1st - MNAC Vocal Music Clinic @ Cody-

             Kilgore 9:30 

Thur. Nov. 4th - School Picture Day 

Thur. Nov. 4th-6th- State Volleyball  Tourney @ 

                   Lincoln 

Sun. Nov, 7th - Human Trafficking Presentation for 

            Parents in Broken Bow 

Wed. Nov. 10th– 2:00 Dismissal,                 

Teacher  Inservice 

Thur. Nov. 11th– Veterans Day Program 9:00 

Thur. Nov. 11th -  Jr. High Wrestling Tri.  

                            @ Loup City 4:00 

Fri. Nov. 12th -  One Act  Dinner Theatre 6:00 

Mon. Nov. 15th– Start of Winter Practice 

Tues. Nov. 16th– MNAC Play Production @  

                  Anselmo-Merna  

Fri. Nov. 19th - JH  Wrestling @ Mullen 11:00 

Tues. Nov. 23rd-One Act Play Matinee 2:30 

Tues. Nov 23rd - JH Wrestling @ Ainsworth 4:30                         

Wed Nov. 24 to Fri. Nov. 25– NO SCHOOL 

   Thanksgiving Break 

Mon. Nov. 29th - District One-Act @ Holdrege  

Tues. Nov. 30  - JH Wrestling Sandhills– Thedford          

                          Invite @ Dunning 1:00                

Upcoming Events 

http://nep.education.ne.gov/
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Sargent Public Schools  

SARGENT, NEBRASKA 68874 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: 308-527-4119        SCHOOL DISTRICT #84  

 

October 26, 2021  

 

Dear Parents:  

Through the facilitation efforts of  the Broken Bow Area Rotary Club partnering with our 

countywide School Districts and area businesses, Sargent Schools will be sending our 7th-

12th grade students to a human trafficking awareness and prevention presentation during 

part of  their morning classes on Friday, November 12. These presentations focus on Inter-

net safety as a primary means of  protecting our young people from the very real threat that 

human trafficking predators bring into the privacy of  our own homes via social media and 

the Internet. Global Connection International comes to our community with an interactive 

mobile educational exhibit. Their assemblies and media presentations have been carefully 

produced after hundreds of  cumulative hours of  consultation with educators, counselors, 

clergy and law enforcement officers to assure the message is compelling and at the same 

time, family friendly. I’m sure you have questions, and in keeping with our district’s desire 

to be accountable in, you are invited to attend the Countywide Parents Assembly in the 

Broken Bow Middle School auditorium Sunday evening, November 7, 2021 beginning at 7 

pm. This is an opportunity for parents to experience what our students will see and hear 

about the dangers of  human trafficking. Sheriff  Dan Osmond will also present on a few of  

the apps he considers dangerous and why. The mobile exhibit will be open immediately fol-

lowing the presentation, and there will be plenty of  time for questions, answers and input 

following the presentation. If  you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to con-

tact Mr. Grint at the school (308) 527-4119.  

Sincerely,  

Cory Grint & Rod Richardson 
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FFA Fruit Sales Now Until 

November 15th  
If  interested contact any FFA member or 

Mr.Kozeal at the school.  (308) 527-4119  

 

The school would like to invite the area Veter-

ans, Legion, and Auxiliary members to our  

Veteran’s Day Assembly on  

Thursday, November 11
th 

at 9:00AM  
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BOOK-IT Begins in October 
 

Did you know that Pizza Hut has sponsored the Book It program since 1984? Remember getting a 
small FREE Pizza for reading when you were a kid? Your student can still participate in this awe-
some program and enjoy a FREE pizza! 
 

Also noteworthy is that Pizza Hut created Young Readers Week in 1989. It is celebrated annually 
on the second full week of November. This program is co-founded by Pizza Hut and the Center 
for the Book in the Library of Congress. The initiative is to raise awareness for the importance of 
literacy and generate a passion for reading among young students.  

 

Please watch for the calendar your teacher sends home at the beginning of each month Octo-
ber-March so that your child can earn their FREE mini pan pizza. 
 
 
 

National Young Readers Week coming soon! 
November 8-12 2021 
 
 

Young Readers Day will take place on November 09, 2021. It is celebrated each year on the second 
Tuesday in November. Young Readers Day is a chance to celebrate with your children by reading to 
them and with them. Why not give them a new book on this day as an intelligent investment in your 
children's future? 
 

Reading is a complex cognitive process of decoding symbols in order to construct or derive mean-
ing. It is a means of language acquisition, of communication, and of sharing information and ideas. 
Like all languages, it is a complex interaction between the text and the reader which is shaped by 
the reader’s prior knowledge, experiences, attitude, and language community which is culturally and 
socially situated.  
This text has been taken from www.cute-calendar.com 

 

Please wear BLUE for World Kindness Day  

 

This year Sargent will end National Young Readers Week by acknowledging World Kindness 
Day on Friday November 12th. Please have your student dress in Blue to help celebrate as 
we will be doing random acts of kindness throughout the day! 

http://bookitprogram.com/nyrw/default.asp
https://www.cute-calendar.com/
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Library News 
By Mrs. Kina Stefka 
 

Book Fair 
Thank-you to everyone who came in and supported the Book Fair! It is great to see how important reading is to 
the families of Sargent Public Schools. The Book Fair ran from Friday October 1st through Friday October 8th. 
While parent-teacher conferences had to be cancelled, the fair was able to run the next week letting parents and 
patrons come in and shop until 6pm each evening. This seemed to work well as we did not have big groups in the 
library at one time but a nice steady stream to make the book fair a success. 
 

STEM Trailer  
  
BD and CPPD provided and delivered the STEM trailer October 
4th as CAPABLE is a silent partner this year. Students were able to 
use it for the two week period through October 16th. The school 
library stayed open until 6 pm for the first week (during the book 
fair) so that students had more time to utilize it. The library was a 
very busy place! 

  
  
STEM Boxes for this year were: 
   Dobot & Ollies (3) 
 Pneumatics/Advanced Manufacturing 
 3D Printer – utilizing the Ender printer.   
  Vinyl Cutter 
 NEW – BLM Flourish II Embroidery Machine -   
 
The Virtual Reality box was set up for flight simulation and 
aeronautics programs.  
 
                                                                                                   Students Alli Smith and Annalise Kitt are  using the new   
                                                                                                                    embroidery machine                           

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured are students Travin Schauda and Jaydon Dock 
using the CNC Carvey machine 
 

 
 
 



Counselor Notes 

College visits are important.  I realize you can’t visit as many as students would like.  They do need to visit at least 
two of their top choices so they can compare them to help find the right fit for them.  I will gladly help them set 
up college visits after you have discussed times and dates that work for both of you. 
  
Listed below are some websites and information on scholarships.  Students can look for scholarships now and I 
have listed some sites for you below.  The students also have access to more local scholarships through schoology 
and there will be more local scholarships that will come due second semester.   If you have questions or concerns, 
please don’t hesitate to call or stop by. 
  
Mrs. Schauda 

  

The seniors and rest of the student body have access to test dates, scholarships and other information through our 
classroom management system, Schoology.  If a parent would like access they should contact Mrs. Schauda. 
  
Websites that will have scholarship information: 

fastweb.com fastaid.com collegeanswer.com collegescholarships.com 

  
Education Quest is a free service offered to help with college and financial aid. 
educationquest.org 

  
Education Quest 
2706 Second Avenue 

Kearney, NE 68847 
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Needing pictures of your child(ren)? 
 

We have you covered! 
 
Pictures taken of students K-12, on behalf of the Yearbook class, have 
been uploaded to a website for family and friends to access and pur-
chase.  
 
The website can be accessed by going to the following website: http://
sargentyearbook.zenfolio.com/ 

 
 
Once at the website, you will need to create an account, and 
then start adding pictures to your cart. Picture galleries can be 
browsed by activity/event, in hopes of making your search 
quicker and easier.   
 
All proceeds go back to the yearbook class to help keep our 
equipment updated to better serve you. 
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Tobias. 
 

School picture were rescheduled for Thursday, November 4th due to the school build-

ing being closed on the original scheduled date.  If you have questions about getting you child’s picture taken please contact Mrs. 

Tobias. 

http://sargentyearbook.zenfolio.com/%20
http://sargentyearbook.zenfolio.com/%20


Page 7 November 2021 

 

   



Homecoming 2021 is now in the books and we are moving on 
shortly into winter sports. Sargent students had fun throughout the 
week dressing up and attending various events held during the 
week. Dress up day winners are as follows: Color War- 8th grad-
ers, Disco Day- 1. Garett Schneider, 2. Nolan Osborn, 3. Vivian 
Slagle.  
Predator vs. Prey- 1. Tallin Schauda, 2. Cassidy Grint, 3. Archer 
Grint.  
Biome Day- 1. Logan Rugg, 2. Melissa Slagle, 3. Mace Beran.  
And lastly Spirit Day- 1. Loreena Schauda, 2. Kade Bottorf, 3. 
Slate Micheel.  
These students showed great effort in dressing up and made the 
week very enjoyable. This year's attendants for coronation were, 
Freshman- Aaron Glendy and Marisa Richardson, Sophomores- 
Keaton Dowse and Ava Bottorf, Juniors- Rusty Oxford and Clare 
Young,  
 
 The 2021 homecoming king and queen were Kade Bottorf and 
Vivian Slagle.  
Student council is very excited about how homecoming turned out 
this year. GO WOLVES!!! 
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The Down Beat in the Music Room 
 

Students from Kindergarten to High School are learning the names and values of notes and rests 
and what the treble and bass clefs mean and other theory activities.  The elementary students are 
learning how to play different non-pitched instruments like slap-sticks, claves, castanets, shaker 
eggs, tone blocks, tambourine, cowbell, cabasa, cajon and several others. Ask your student about 
these fun instruments and what they have been learning about them. The lower elementary students 
are learning the xylophone which is a pitched instrument. They have been successful at playing, 
“Mary Had a Little Lamb” and “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star.”  All grades have been working on songs 
in preparation for High School Vocal Clinic and the Veteran’s Program. 
 
The 5th & 6th grade bands are working hard at learning the scale and new songs.  Some of the stu-
dents have never played an instrument before so it has truly been a learning experience.  Practice is 
the key and it is exciting to see them improve.  The Jr/Sr High band is working on several songs and 
anxious to have an opportunity to play at the Veterans program. 
 
Don Schauda was our special guest for students the Jr/Sr High School choir and band.  It was a 
privilege to have him come to the classroom and talk about his experiences in music. He shared 
some of his favorite songs, which included singing one with his granddaughter, Loreena.  He has 
written two books of poems, recorded a CD and has sung at many weddings and funerals.  Some of 
the most interesting things the students learned from Don was how to play a harmonica and guitar 
at the same time.  The stories he shared were interesting and some students were amazed that the 
guitar he played was made by a friend and the violin was purchased for $75 at a pawn shop.  He 
taught himself how to play these instruments after he started college.  He inspired students to follow 
their musical passion and take every opportunity to learn as much as you can. 
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All A Honor Roll 

 

Nolan Osborn                                      12                 All  A 

Vivian Slagle                                         12                 All  A 

Tera Horky                                           11                 All  A 

Elsie Ottun                                           11                 All  A 

Eberlie Selko                                         11                 All  A 

Cassidy Grint                                        10                 All  A 

Melissa Slagle                                        10                 All  A 

LoReena Schauda                                   8                  All  A 

Alyissa Moody                                        7                  All  A 

Maci Smith                                             7                  All  A 

A Average Honor Roll 

 

Kade Bottorf                            12                      A  Average 

Gage Teichmeier                      12                      A  Average 

Kathryn Folkers                       11                      A  Average 

Genesis Gomez                        11                      A  Average 

JanessaKettleborough               11                      A  Average 

Alexis Mauler                            11                     A  Average 

Garett Schneider                       11                     A  Average 

Paige Smith                               11                     A  Average 

Ava Bottorf                               10                     A  Average 

Tallin Schauda                          10                      A  Average 

Eve Kipp                                  9                       A  Average 

Ragan Mauler                            9                       A  Average 

Grant Ottun                              9                       A  Average 

Marisa Richardson                     9                       A  Average 

Cazen Coffman-Jones                8                       A  Average 

Kooper Keefe                            8                       A  Average 

Xackary Lowry                          8                       A  Average 

Hayden Nelson                          8                       A  Average 

Carsen Vincent                          8                       A  Average 

Bambi Conner                           7                       A  Average 

Luqman Harris                          7                       A  Average 



Kids should be 13 before using Snapchat! 

                Common sense says: age 16ar, Me Between 

Parents' Ultimate Guide to Snapchat                                   Is 

Snapchat safe for kids? How does it work? And what's with Snapstreaks? Everything curious parents need to know 
about this ultra-popular app. By Christine Elgersma 

Topics: Cellphone Parenting, Social Media, Ver en español 

 
 

If you have tweens or teens, you know about Snapchat. And if you can't figure out how it works, you're like many par-
ents. One of the most popular social media apps out there, Snapchat gives kids and teens what they really want: a sim-
ple way to share everyday moments while simultaneously making them look awesome. And unlike Facebook and Twit-
ter, which record and broadcast everything you do, Snapchat uses messages that are meant to disappear (learn more 
about how they actually don't). Like so many social media apps, Snapchat is a mixed bag, so it's a good idea to under-
stand how it works, how your kids use it, and how much time they spend on it so you can make sure their experiences 
are positive. 
Something about snapping, sharing, and then quickly moving on from life's little moments has massive appeal for kids. 
And for the most part, that's what they use Snapchat for. But the app offers a lot more stuff, including games, news and 
entertainment, quizzes, and even serialized shows from top pop-culture brands. 
With a constantly updated supply of photo filters, effects, and fun features, Snapchat feels like a party. But the app poses 
some risks: Snap Map lets friends see each other's location on a map, which isn't always safe; Snapstreaks requires kids 
to exchange messages for as long as possible, which is a major time-suck; Discover offers some age-inappropriate con-
tent; and Quick Add allows kids to connect with a wide circle of strangers. With your guidance on privacy, safety, social 
media pressure, and marketing, though, Snapchat can be a fun way for teens to connect. Check out our full review to get 
the whole scoop. 
What is Snapchat? 
Snapchat is a popular messaging app that lets users exchange pictures and videos (called snaps) that are meant to dis-
appear after they're viewed. It's advertised as a "new type of camera" because the essential function is to take a picture 
or video, add filters, lenses, or other effects and share them with friends. 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                    Continued to next page 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/users/christine-elgersma/bio
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/cellphone-parenting
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/social-media
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/espanol/blog/guia-para-padres-sobre-snapchat
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/snapchat
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/facebook
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/twitter
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/twitter
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-snapchat#Do%20messages%20really%20disappear%20on%20Snapchat?
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-snapchat#What's%20Snap%20Maps?
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-snapchat#What%20are%20Snapstreaks?
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-snapchat#What's%20Discover?
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/why-getting-my-11-year-old-a-phone-was-one-of-the-best-parenting-decisions-ive-ever-made
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/snapchat


How does Snapchat work? 
All you need to sign up is your name, an email address, and your birth date. On Snapchat, users go by a handle, and Snapchatters 
gravitate toward silly names. To add friends, you can upload your contacts or search for people you know. You can also automatically 
add someone by taking a picture of their "Snapcode," a special QR code unique to each user. 
After that, things get a little confusing. On Snapchat, photos -- not text -- usually start the communication. To begin a conversation, 
you tap the big camera circle and take a snap. There are all sorts of photo-editing tools (you have to experiment to figure out what 
they do) as well as filters to adorn your images. Once you customize your snap, you can send it to anyone on your friends list, add it to 
your story (which is a record of the day that your friends can view for 24 hours), and add it to Snap Map (which displays your photo on 
a map of your location that can be viewed by anyone on Snapchat). 
Snapchat provides several options for texting and managing photos. In addition to individual texting, Snapchat also offers group tex-
ting and group stories that everyone in a group can contribute to. You can delete the text messages you send, though in a group chat 
the other people will see that you've deleted something. In terms of Snaps, you can delete unopened ones that use a saved picture 
(not taken on the spot). You can't delete snaps that include pictures you just took (and didn't save). 
 
How old do you have to be to use Snapchat? 
According to the terms of service, users must be 13. You have to enter your birth date to set up an account, but there's no age verifi-
cation, so it's easy for kids under 13 to sign up. Common Sense Media rates Snapchat OK for teens 16 and up, mainly because of the 
exposure to age-inappropriate content and the marketing ploys, such as quizzes, that collect data. 
Do messages really disappear on Snapchat? 
It depends. If you set a time limit on a snap, it will disappear after it's viewed. However, recipients can take a screenshot of an image 
using their phones or a third-party screen-capture app. A phone screen-capture will notify the sender that the image was captured. But 
third-party apps don't trigger a notification. For these reasons, it's best that teens understand that nothing done online is really tempo-
rary. Before sending a sexy or embarrassing snap of themselves or someone else, it's important to remember that the picture could 
circulate the school by tomorrow morning. 
 
What are Snapstreaks? 
With a Snapstreaks, two users have snapped back and forth within a 24-hour period for three days in a row. Once you've established 
a streak, special emojis and statistics display next to the streakers' names to show you how long you've maintained a streak. Why do 
they matter? For one thing, they add to your overall Snapchat score (basically a number that reflects how much you use the app). For 
another, they can occasionally become the most important thing in a kid's life. Because of the intense bonds kids can form over social 
media, they can feel that a Snapstreak is a measure of their friendship, and if they don't keep it up they'll let the other person down. 
Teens have even been known to give friends access to their Snapchat accounts to keep a streak going if they can't do it themselves 
(for example, if their phone gets taken away for being online too much). This can lead to feelings of pressure, anxiety, and compul-
sion, so it's good to know if your kid has streaks going to get a window into why that selfie might feel really important. 
 
What's Snap Map? 
Snap Map displays your location on a map in real time. Only your Snapchat friends can see where you are. If your friends have opted 
into Snap Map, you can see their locations, too. (You can turn this off or use it in Ghost Mode, which allows you to see the map but 
not be seen by others.) Snap Map also features news and events from around the world -- for example, a political rally in Nicaragua, 
which displays as an icon on a map of the world. Kids can submit snaps to the Snap Map, and their name and location could appear 
on a public map. But the bigger risk with Snap Map is a teen having their location seen by all their friends -- since some of their Snap-
chat contacts may not be real friends. Unless there's a specific event and it makes it easier for friends to know each other's location, 
it's best to leave Snap Maps off or use it in Ghost Mode.  
 
What's a Snapchat story? 
A story is a collection of moments in the form of pictures and videos that, taken together, create a narrative. (After Snapchat popular-
ized the format, other social media services, including Facebook and Instagram, offered story-creation tools, too.) On Snapchat, sto-
ries appear as circles, and when you tap them, they autoplay the pictures or videos the user collected. You can create personal sto-
ries that your friends can view for a 24-hour period. Or, if you think your Snap is particularly interesting or newsworthy, you can send it 
to Our Story. Our Stories are kind of like mini-documentaries of events, holidays, game championships, or other things happening in 
the world on a particular day. Snaps are curated and compiled by the company. While it's cool to have your story added to Our Story, 
it's also very public, so kids should think carefully before submitting one. 
 
What's a Snapcode? 
When you sign up, Snapchat gives you your own unique QR code. When you meet a fellow Snapchat user and want to friend each 
other, you can just take a snap of the other person's code, and they're automatically added to your friends list. Because it's so easy to 
find friends on Snapchat (depending on your settings) or exchange codes, teens may end up with virtual strangers on their friends list. 
For a variety of reasons, that can be risky, so it's best to talk to your teen about when it's safe to add people. 
 
What's Discover? 
Discover offers content created by celebrities, news and entertainment outlets, and other users. You can subscribe to specific Discov-
er sources to receive their feeds. While Discover offers some legitimate news from publishers including the New York Times and Vice 
Media, the offerings can be promotional and are frequently mature or outlandish (such as people with extreme plastic surgery or rare 
medical conditions). But if your kid has signed up with their correct birth date, they'll miss the alcohol ads and other adult content that 
Snapchat filters out for underage users. Discover stories often feature promos prompting kids to "swipe up" to learn more (which usu-
ally leads to ads) or take a quiz (which is usually a marketing tool). This section runs the gamut from harmless to shocking, so it's 
good to look around and get a sense of what your kids are seeing. 
 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-snapchat#What's%20a%20Snapcode?
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/view-stories
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/my-story
https://www.snap.com/en-US/terms/
http://www.thisisinsider.com/teens-are-obsessed-with-snap-streaks-on-snapchat-2016-12
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/what-parents-need-to-know-about-social-media-and-anxiety
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/what-parents-need-to-know-about-social-media-and-anxiety
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/the-sneaky-science-behind-your-kids-tech-obsessions
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety/is-it-safe-for-teens-to-use-location-apps
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/facebook
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/instagram
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/add-friends


What are Snapchat's other features? 
Snapchat is waaaay more than cute photos. The more you use the app, the more points you get and the higher your Snapchat score 
goes. Snapchat awards high scorers with trophies and other perks. Here are a few other Snapchat features: 

 Cameos: These are animated GIFs featuring your selfie that you can send in a chat. Snapchat offers more than 150 video op-

tions to add your image to, including "duets" where you and a friend appear together. 
Face lenses and world lenses: If you've seen photos of people with cartoon cat ears and whiskers on their faces, those are face 
lenses. World lenses are augmented reality elements, such as rainbows, that you can add to a snap of, say, the Eiffel Tower so it 
looks like it's part of the photo. Technically, lenses are "overlays" -- and they cost money on Snapchat. 

 Geo-filters: These are location-specific elements that can only be unlocked by visiting a specific place. Businesses use geo-

filters as a way for customers to check in and advertise them. A kid could create a special geo-filter for their sweet-16 party for at-
tendees to add to their photos. 

 Snapcash: Like PayPal or Venmo, Snapcash lets users transfer money to each other. 
Memories: If you don't want your snaps to disappear, you can store them to send later. My Eyes Only is a way to save Memories 
behind a passcode so that no one else can see them.Snapstore: This is exactly what it sounds like: a place to buy Snapchat-related 
items. 

 Shazam: A feature that helps you identify a song. 

 Snap Games: Co-play games with voice/text chat and ads, launched from the chat section to play with friends. 

 Snap Originals: These are short, serialized shows created exclusively for Snapchat in a wide range of formats from docuseries to 

talk shows, from the likes of BuzzFeed, the E! Network, and MTV. 

 Sounds: TikTok-like feature that allows users to include music with snaps. 
Spotlight: This is another TikTok-like feature that aggregates snaps submitted by users into one giant feed. Once you send in a Spot-
light, it's public and can be viewed by anyone on or off the platform. 

 

 

Is Snapchat safe for tweens and teens? 
Most kids use Snapchat to goof around and stay in contact with their friends -- end of story. Yes, there's some mature content, but it's 
appropriate for most teens 16 and up. That said, there are three key risky areas: 
The myth of disappearing messages. When Snapchat first started, it was labeled "the sexting app" because people sent intimate pho-
tos, assuming they'd self-destruct. Any app can be misused, but a lot of kids mistakenly believe that Snapchat has a built-in Get Out 
of Jail Free card. Teens really need to understand that the content they share can be saved and shared and may never go away. It's 
best to have this conversation before they download Snapchat, but it's never too late. Talk about whether any of their friends have 
ever pressured them to send a sexy image and discuss why someone who would do that does not have your best interests at heart. 
Kids should also ask permission before sharing a picture of someone else. 
The time suck. Snapchat is a ton of fun to use, and there's lots to discover on it. Snapstreaks and stories add a time-pressure ele-
ment that makes kids feel like they have to check in. If it ever seems like your kid is stressing and not using the app for fun, it's time 
to step in. 
Privacy and safety. Since it's so easy to add friends in Snapchat, you can end up with lots of people you don't know well on your 
friends list. And depending on your settings, the app can collect a ton of data about your habits in -- and outside of -- the app. Snap-
chat also works with a lot of third parties that they share your data with. 
How do I monitor Snapchat and use the settings? 
The biggest challenge for parents is that there's no way to see your kid's activity in the app in the same way as on other social media 
platforms. Since there's no feed to scroll through like on Instagram, for example, there's not much to monitor. 
IIf you decide to say yes to Snapchat, focus on the privacy settings. Sit down with your kid and together go into the app's settings (the 
little gear icon next to your profile image). Scroll down to "Who Can..." This is where you can control important safety features such 
as who can see your location and who can view your story. This is a perfect time to talk to your kid about using their Snapchat ac-
count safely and responsibly. Discuss when and how often you'll check in on how they're using it and how they're feeling about it. 
Explain that you understand that social media is important to them, and, at the same time, your role is to protect them. Don't forget to 
ask your teen to show you some of their snaps and some of the cool features they like in the app. That'll make it a little less scary for 
you -- and send the message that you're on the same team. 
Updated March 9, 2021 

https://support.snapchat.com/en-GB/a/face-world-lenses
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/a/my-eyes-only
https://mashable.com/2017/02/07/snapchat-sexting-revolution/
https://www.recode.net/2018/3/27/17170552/snapchat-api-data-sharing-facebook
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