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From the desk of the Principal
The 2020-21 school year
has been quite a ride! At this
time last year students and staff
were all doing remote learning
from home, and miserable about
it. I think everyone would agree
it’s been such a relief to have
everyone in school, but we still
have to be safe as we finish the
school year. The most obvious
change adjustment we are still
working on is wearing masks and
disinfecting when we’re in close
proximity with others. I don’t
know anyone that likes wearing
masks, but most can agree that
until the majority of people have
been vaccinated and or we reach
heard immunity that wearing a
mask is a small price to pay to
protect others and allow us to be
around each other. Case numbers
are drastically down, which is a
great sign, but we still have new
confirmed cases every week in
our health district, county, and
even a few in our community. I
encourage everyone to get out,
enjoy community events, and
interacting with one another but
wear a mask and as a learned
colleague of mine said last fall,
“wearing a mask is an inconvenience, not a violation of our civil
liberties.”
Speaking of getting out and
enjoying stuff the school keeps
expanding our activities. Many
have been adjusted to keep people safe but the FFA and FBLA
are getting ready for their State
Contests/Conventions. Most of it
is online and virtual, but we’re
glad that they are occurring and
that the needle is moving more to
normal. Another sign of this is

The band and some of the choir
just attended the MNAC Music
contest in Dunning on Tuesday,
March 30th, and on Wednesday,
April 21st they will compete in the
NSAA District music contest in
Broken Bow. The Track teams are
also gearing up, and if we could
just get some good weather, I’m
sure completion would be more
enjoyable as they continue their
season.
Besides the extracurricular
events and the normal classroom
activities, Spring is a busy time for
assessments in schools across the
State. Sargent Schools is no exception as we just finished the
ACT which is the State test for all
Juniors. The Nebraska State Assessments for 3rd-8th graders in
language arts, math, and science
are the (NSCAS) Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System.
They are a challenge for both the
students and staff, but I look at this
as an opportunity to gather information for several resources. Parents can use these scores to measure the growth and progress of
their student. Policy makers and
communities use the scores to
measure the performance and
growth of a school system. For
educators, these tests make sure we
meet Department of Education
requirements, but more importantly, they help us track progress and
growth of basic skills and guide
instruction in the classroom by
evaluating what is being sufficiently covered and what needs to be
adjusted.
As a parent, there are several
things you can do to help your student be ready on test day: make

sure they get a good night’s
sleep, eat a good breakfast, are
on time for school, and wear
comfortable clothes with a jacket in case the room would be
cooler than expected. Be sure to
visit with your child about the
importance of the test and to ask
them how they did when they
get home. If you have any questions please give Mrs. Schauda
or your child’s classroom teacher a call.
The staff, your children, and
you have put a lot of emotional
energy into the events and activities here at the school. It’s understandable that it’s been a
rollercoaster of emotions this
year. That’s why I feel that it is
only fitting that we all finish this
school year strong but safe for
everyone – just like we did last
year to get things get started. I
look forward to seeing graduation and smiling faces when we
wrap things up next month!
Until next Month,
Go Wolves

NSCAS Summative testing window is open!
The NSCAS Summative testing window for grades 3–8 is March 22–April 30, 2021. Don’t forget to make sure
your child(ren) get a good night’s rest, eat breakfast on the day of the assessment, and stay positive!
The NSCAS Summative is a computer-based adaptive assessment that is built to monitor students’ and
schools’ progress of the Nebraska’s College and Career Ready standards. It adapts dynamically based on
each student’s ability, challenging top performers without overwhelming students whose skills may be below
grade level.
After missing last year’s assessment and with some the assessments being redone this year is a “norming” year
and the state evaluates questions and develops new baselines. Results from this year may not be available.
Learn more about the NSCAS Summative assessment at: https://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/nscassystem/

Option Enrollment
The NSAA Board of Directors requires written authorization and consent prior to placing a student’s name on
the NSAA May 1st Transfer List. This new requirement is effective immediately. What this means is that the student and his/her legal parent(s) will be required to authorize and give consent to the administration of the school
the student is transferring to for the 2021-2022 school year. The signed consent must be uploaded to the NSAA
website in order the for the transfer to be recognized. A signed copy of the consent form should be given to the
legal parent(s), and the school should retain a copy. The consent form also provides notice to the student and the
legal parent(s), that if the student decides not to transfer after the May 1st deadline, he/she is ineligible for varsity
competition for 90 school days at any Nebraska school.

DRIVER EDUCATION CLASS in Burwell this Summer!
Families can sign up their student to take a Driver Ed class in Burwell this summer! The class will still be taught
by instructors through the Nebraska Safety Center and students will sign up through the Safety Center to register
for the class.
The Driver Education Class taught through the Safety Center is an in-depth course with the majority of the
coursework done at Sargent and one day at the driving range in Kearney. If your student is under 18 years of
age, passing the course results in a waiver of the written and drive test at the driving examiner office. This course
conforms to the rules and regulations of the Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles and exceeds the criteria
established for insurance discounts. This summer’s class is Tuesday, July 6– Friday, July 9 from 8:00 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. and a Range and Simulation in Kearney on Friday, July 9; from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Scheduling for on-street driving and testing will be arranged at the mutual convenience of the students and instructor and
will be conducted in the local area. The fee for the course will be around $330.00. The Safety Center does require that the students have a school or learners permit.
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As I write this we have one more week before the MNAC music contest. On March 30th the 712 band will travel to the Sandhills school to compete with other schools in our conference. Because of Covid regulations this will be the only time the band can compete as a large group. As
you may know, the Loup County and Sargent students have not been able to practice together all
year. Now with a couple of weeks before contest, my Gallant Principals from both schools
managed to find a way for the band to have 6 days where they could come together and play. I
really appreciate that they found a way for me to make this possible, as I think both school
groups benefit from working together in a larger group. The District 4 Music contest will be at
the end of April, but as I am just allowed solos and small groups for this contest, I will only be
taking the senior high students from Sargent to the contest this year.
Fifth and Sixth grade students have been experimenting with the trials of creating a one string
instrument called a Canjo. It consists of a stick … an eyebolt….a can …. And thin picture wire.
We are still working out the bugs to make this project work and are currently waiting for real guitar string to come in, but it is fun to see what you can play with just one string.
Fourth Grade has been practicing the dreaded recorders. I know many people dread when they
come home for practice…… but really a student can learn to make a pleasant sounding song
with some time. And how often does a person get to play an historical instrument that has had
few changes since the 1400’s?
Kindergarten through Third grades have been working on reading rhythms. There are some really great songs out there that have been adapted to both body percussion and rhythm sticks. It is
a fun way for the students to learn how to read quarter notes, half notes, whole notes, eighth
notes and rests. Pretty soon I will get brave enough to turn them loose on the tap boards And
large cans! Watch your ears!
I want to take this opportunity to let everyone know how much I have enjoyed teaching at Sargent for the last 16 years. The challenges that have come with the changes in teaching music have
kept me on my toes, and the Covid virus definitely made me stretch my skills at times. Music has
always been a part of my life, and will continue to be there. I just hope that I have helped all my
students find a little bit of joy in learning something new and different in that world.
Thank you all for the support you have given my students through the years. Thank you students for giving back to the community some memorable musical moments.
Keep on Singing!
Love Kayla White

Camp SPS
(Sargent Public Schools)
is Scouting
for
Lil Campers for the
2021-2022 School Year!
Who: All Preschool (3 years old by July 31, 2021) and
Kindergarten (5 years old by July 31, 2021) age children are
invited to join us for a day of outdoor fun and treats!
When: Friday, May 7th
Time: 9:00 am-11:00 am
Where: Sargent Public Schools Prekindergarten and
Kindergarten classrooms
Please dress accordingly as weather permitting we will be
outside!
Camp Staff will need:
Birth Certificates
Immunization Records
Emergency Health and Contact Informatio
*LBPHD will be available for Immunizations*

Needing pictures of your child(ren)?
We have you covered!

Pictures taken of students K-12, on behalf of the Yearbook class, have been uploaded to a
website for family and friends to access and purchase.
The website can be accessed by going to the following website:
http://sargentyearbook.zenfolio.com/

Once at the website, you will need to create an account, and then start adding pictures to
your cart. Picture galleries can be browsed by activity/event, in hopes of making your
search quicker and easier.
All proceeds go back to the yearbook class to help keep our equipment updated to better
serve you.
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Tobias.

Upcoming Events
April 2nd– NO SCHOOL Good Friday
April 5th –NO SCHOOL Easter Break
April 9th– Dare Graduation 2:00
April 12th-14th- FBLA State Leadership Conf. (Virtual)
April 12th—Board of Education Meeting 8:00
April 21st – 2:00 Dismissal Teachers Ins.
April 21st– District Music Contest in Broken Bow
April 22nd– FFA Banquet 6:30
April 26th– Central NE Track Championship @ Grand Islan
April 30th– No Elementary classes Teacher Workday
May 3rd– High School Spring Concert @ Sargent 7:00
May 8th– Graduation 6:30
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Read Across America

Our Read Across America celebration this year was all about pledging to
read for 20 minutes each day. The elementary students filled out a pledge card
with

their promise to read, choosing the amount of time they would spend each day,
knowing that 20 minutes is the minimum. Each student who made their pledge got to
participate in duct taping Mr. Grint to the wall.
Research shows that students who read 20 minutes or more each day have a bigger
vocabulary and score higher on standardized tests than students who read less than
20 minutes. A struggling reader should read even more than 20 minutes each evening to close the gap against his/her peers.

Book Fair
The students enjoyed having a book
fair back in the building! The fair
looked a little different as we had to
space the tables and carts out for
Covid regulations but it was a huge
success! Mrs. Stefka would like to
thank everyone who participated this
year! Each purchase at the fair helps
purchase books and/or materials for
our school library.
Transitions Class with the Seniors
The seniors are learning about basic sewing in Mrs. Stefka’s Transitions class. They learned to hem pants, stitch a ripped out seam,
ironing basics and they even got to make a project. They each
made a handy wall hanging eraser board holder with pockets. The
best part about this project is that they learn from our community’s
resident expert sewer, Dolly Grause. Dolly not only donated her
time to come teach class, but also donated
the materials for
their project! We
are very lucky in
Sargent to have
community members like Dolly
Grause willing to
donate their time
to help educate
our youth. It takes
a village. Thanks
Dolly!!

A Surprise Gift for the Library!

Our school library received a gift of books
about Rare Diseases on behalf of Rosemary Krikac from Comstock. Rosemary is the 2 year old
daughter of Cody Krikac and Jenna Fletcher who
has battled short bowel syndrome since her
birth. Jenna posted on Instagram asking people
for great book ideas about a rare disease so that
she could create a list of books for others to use
as a resource to help children understand what it
is like for
someone
battling a rare disease.
What she got
was a response from the First Defense Sales
Team from Portland, Maine asking her
for the names and locations of local
school libraries so that they could donate books in Rosemary’s name. Jenna gave the names of Arcadia, Ord,
and Sargent. You can catch the full sto-

ry by connecting with Jenna on Instagram. Her Instagram name is
wiscowsongal where she blogs
about raising cows, as well as raising awareness of rare diseases like
Short Bowel Syndrome.

Mid Nebraska Makerspace Lab here for 2 weeks!
Mid Nebraska Makerspace Lab
has two trailers that rotate around
to are schools in the ESU. These
trailers are maintained by ESU10
but sponsored by several businesses including Cashwa distributors, Orthman (welding), Country
Partner Cooperative, ESU10,
Johnstone Supply, Dawson Public
Power, and Central Community
College. This trailer is very similar
to the one we get from Custer
County. Custer County decided not
to let their trailers rotate this year due to Covid19. Something new
on this trailer was the welding simulator which most of the students seemed to enjoy! Other stations in the lab include the Robotics Lab, the CNC Lab for wood cutting, The Marketing Lab
where students could use a machine to cut out vinyl names, and
the always popular VR Lab where students put on the goggles to
experience everything from fishing to roller coasters, and even
walking through a haunted house.

Quiz Bowl

The 2021 Quiz Bowl season was a successful, albeit abbreviated campaign. Unfortunately, the only tournament for both the high school and junior high teams was the MNAC meets held at the National Forest in Halsey.
The high school squad turned in a great performance on March 1st, winning 4 rounds and losing
2. The effort was enough to earn Conference Runner-Up honors. Competitors for this meet were
Daniel Folkers, Shawn Quandt, Karina Kitt, Damian Hill, Nolan Osborn, Elsie Ottun, Alexis Mauler,
and Tera Horky.

The junior high meet was one week later, and it was one of the stronger junior high showings in recent years. The competitors did a great job, winning 3 rounds and losing 2. They were close to
getting into the final four, but lost out on a tie-breaker. Participants for this meet were Eve Kipp,
Grant Ottun, Ryan McBride, Ragen Mauler, Justin Folkers, LoReena Schauda, Cazen Smith,
Carsen Vincent, and Kooper Keefe. We look forward to next year and the chance to go to more
competitions and get more kids involved.

FFA NEWS
The Sargent FFA and Ag Ed Classes has been participating in a variety of activities during the last month some of the students’ accomplishments are as follows:
All Micheel, Shawn Quandt and Quade Young earned their State FFA Degree
Ally Micheel earned a District Gold rating in 3 different proficiency awards. All three were sent on to state. At the
State level she received 1st Silver in Diversified Agriculture Placement, 1st Silver in Diversified Crop placement, Gold
in Diversified Livestock Production and is one of the 3 State finalists.
The Ag Ed classes have built a temporary hot house to help store some of the plants that we are currently growing in
our permanent greenhouse. Greenhouse sales will start in late April and run until supplies are gone. More information will be posted on Facebook and the school website later in the month concerning selling dates and times.
We have participated in a variety of District CDE’s. The contests were held in a variety of sites. Some of the contest
were held virtually, some were at Northeast CC and 3 contest were held in Sargent with over 250 students from 16
different schools participating. The 16 schools in District 10 award plaques for the combined Career Development
Events Sweepstakes and Sargent FFA earned the runner up.
The FFA students have qualified for the state competitions in these areas and their District placing is listed below.
Team Placing
1st Place Meats Judging

Notable Individual Awards
1st Vivian Slagle, 2nd Kade Bottorf, 5th Ally Micheel, 7th Archer
Grint

1st Place Jr. Livestock Judging

Rusty Oxford 2nd, Melissa Slagle 3rd, Alexis Mauler10th, Tallin
Schauda 15th

1st Place Livestock Management

Ally Micheel, Slate Micheel, Quade Young, Archer Grint,
Shawn Quandt

2nd Place Agronomy

2nd Tera Horky, 4th Damian Hill

2nd Place Food Science

Bridget Slagle 1st Melissa Slagle 5th, Vivian Slagle7th

2nd Place Vet Science

7th Quade Young

3rd Place Floriculture

7th Karina Kitt

4th Place Agri-Science

10th Melissa Slagle, Madison Barker 4th

1st Alternate 5th place Ag Mechanics
1st Alternate 6th Place Welding
1st Alternate 5th Place Sr. Livestock Judging

3rd Miles Putnam
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